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Statement of the Alliance of Specialty Medicine

Urging Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus

To Reconsider Harmful Penalties on Specialty Care

Washington, DC – The Alliance of Specialty Medicine today expresses serious concern about Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus' health plan recommendation that any increase in Medicare payments to primary care providers must be off-set by corresponding cuts in medical specialty care.

Senator Baucus included this proposal in his "Call to Action: Health Reform 2009," made public last week, which outlines his vision for health care reform.

Any health care reform plan should improve quality and access to the entire spectrum of medical services, including specialists, for all Americans.  That is the health care system Americans want and that is the health care system they deserve.

Trying to improve Americans’ access to primary care by simultaneously restricting their access to specialty care is not health care reform, and is not in the best interest of patients.

All physicians, not just those who practice primary care, have received minimal Medicare payment updates for years that have not even kept pace with inflation.  In addition, specialty physicians have had significant cuts in their reimbursement since the inception of the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule in 1992.  Imposing further cuts for specialty care will have very real and serious unintended consequences for patients, limiting their access to medical specialists and their treatment options.  

We urge Chairman Baucus to work with medical specialists as well as primary care providers to improve access to all components of medical care for all Medicare beneficiaries. 

Chairman Baucus has many noteworthy concepts in his health care reform proposal, including efforts to improve quality and access to health coverage, as well as reform the medical liability system.  We look forward to working with Chairman Baucus and his colleagues in the House and Senate to achieve access to medical care for all.

# # #

The Alliance of Specialty Medicine is a coalition of 12 national medical specialty societies representing more than 200,000 physicians.  This non-partisan group is dedicated to the development of sound federal health care policy that fosters patient access to the highest quality specialty care.
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